POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY    SITUATION

the rights of the Head of the State, followed a war policy
which was fatal as well as un-Spanish, and coerced
certain Ministers, who seemed to be the slaves of their own
timidity.

As a result of the fall of Catalonia the people and the
Army were without contact with Negrin's Government,
which was interned in France, and this impossible state of
things lasted several days. In spite of the gravity of the
situation which threatened the nation, the people did not
want its return to Spain; on the contrary, they hoped it
would remain abroad. The people, whose intuitions were
keen enough, had realised that Negrin, so far from
following the wishes of the masses, served interests foreign
to his country, either through perverse weakness, or
through convictions. He kept up the cry of "Resist!", a
cry which the people, with tragic irony, repeated in order
to make fun of the most serious dictates of the man who
advised them to continue struggling when they had been
living in a state of hunger for two years, suffering all kinds
of dangers, sacrifices and privations, whilst he, leading a
life of self-indulgence, kept an aeroplane ready for his
flight and arranged his own economic situation abroad.
The only support he had in continuing the tragic struggle
came from the Communist Party, or from a few men
who belonged to other political organisations, but who,
in betrayal of their promises, served that party more or
less unconditionally.

After the fall of Catalonia, the Government declared
martial law in the Republican zone. On passing from a
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